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 H.H. Davidian is widely recognized 
internationally as one of the leading authorities 
on the genus Rhododendron.  He has been 
associated for 40 years with the Royal Botanic 

Garden in Edinburgh, and has devoted his time 
principally to the study of this group of plants.  
Edinburgh has, since the first introduction of 
Rhododendron species from China and the 
Himalayas, been a principal centre for the 
study and taxonomy of the species. 
 The author’s acknowledged expertise in 
identifying species and varieties of 
rhododendrons is the outcome of this lifelong 
devotion to the plant.  He has described and 
named many species. 
 
The Rhododendron Species Volume 1 – 
Lepidotes is distinguished by its breadth and 
thoroughness in a most complete and detailed 
taxonomic treatment of the genus since the 
earlier, now outdated classic 1947 edition The 
Species of Rhododendrons. 
 In this volume, devoted to Lepidote 
Rhododendrons, there are sections on the 
hardiness of species rhododendrons, award 
systems, and the history of rhododendron 
introductions, expeditions and collections. 
 The core of the book consists of a list of 
Lepidote Rhododendrons in their series, a key 
to the series and subseries, and full 
descriptions of each series.  The keys provided 
in the book should make it possible for any 
grower, professional or amateur, to identify 
with reasonable accuracy every species in 
cultivation. 
 Also of primary importance is Mr. 
Davidian’s synopsis of Lepidote Rhododendron 
species and some of their characteristics along 
with new taxa. 
 This important and lavishly illustrated 
study will be welcomed by every botanist, 
plantsman and gardener with a serious interest 
in rhododendrons. 
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